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While litigants are entitled to a judge who will hear both sides and decide an issue on the merits of the law and the evidence 


presented, they are not entitled to a judge whose mind is a clean slate. Each judge brings to the bench the experiences of life, both 


personal and professional. A lifetime of experience that has generated a number of general attitudes cannot be left in chambers 


when a judge takes the bench.! Thus, a judge's average personal experiences do not generally lead to reasonable questions about 


the judge's impartiality and subsequent disqualification.” In addition, the fact that a trial judge harbors political views, religious 


persuasion, or values that are in direct opposition to those of a defendant does not, standing alone, constitute a basis for recusal.° 
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